What is Claimed Is: 



A method in a server, the method comprising: 

receiving a short messjage service (SMS) message according to short message peer-to-peer 
(SMPP) protocol; I 

accessing a subscriber directory, according to an open network protocol, for subscriber 
attribute information based fn the received SMS message; 

generating, based op the subscriber attribute information, at least one common format 
message that includes the SMS message; and 

supplying the common format message to a selected destination according to a selected 
access protocol based on/the subscriber attribute information. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the supplying step includes storing the common format 
message in a subscribdr message store, the selected destination corresponding to a messaging folder 
for a selected subscriber. 

td of claim 2, wherein the supplying step further includes storing the common 
I e-mail message according to Internet Message Access Protocol (IMAP). 

[hod of claim 2, wherein the generating step includes generating within the at least 
lat message a destination address based on the subscriber attribute information. 

5. The /tiethod of claim 4, wherein the subscriber attribute information specifies at least one 
of a distribution list specified by an identified source of the SMS message, and a destination 
preference specified by an identified destination of the SMS message. 

6. / The method of claim 5, wherein the accessing step includes accessing the subscriber 
directory according to Lightweight Directory Access Protocol (LD AP) as the open network protocol 
for the Subscriber attribute information. 



3. Themett 
format message as j 
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7. The method ofl claim 1, wherein the supplying step includes outputting the common 
format message to the selected destination according to SMTP protocol. 

8. The method of claim 1 , wherein the generating step includes enclosing the SMS message 
within a body of a MIlylE data structure, and specifying within the MIME data structure that the 
body has an SMS type 

9. The methid of claim 1, further comprising: 
second genemting a new SMS message including subscriber messaging information for a 

selected subscriber;/and 

outputting me new SMS message for the selected subscriber according to SMPP protocol. 

1 0. The method of claim 9, wherein the second generating step includes obtaining subscriber 
messaging infomjation, specifying stored unified messages within an assigned directory for the 
selected subscribfr, from a subscriber message store according to a prescribed open network 
protocol. 

1 1 . The method of claim 1 0, wherein the subscriber messaging information specifies at least 
one of a stored /SMS message, a voice message, a fax message, and an e-mail message, as a 
corresponding ai least one of the stored unified messages. 

12. Thi method of claim 10, wherein the obtaining step includes obtaining the subscriber 
messaging information fi-om the subscriber message store according to IMAP protocol. 



13. Tjfie method of claim 9, wherein the second generating step includes: 
retrieving the common format message as the subscriber messaging information fi*om a 
message stor ; having a directory for the selected subscriber; and 
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inserting the received SMS message, extracted from the retrieved common format message, 
into the new SMS message. 

14. The method of claim 9, wherein the second generating step generates the new SMS 
message for the selected subscriber based on the corresponding subscriber attribute information for 
the selected subscriber/ 



SI 



15. The methop of claim 9, wherein the second generating step includes: 

retrieving froni a subscriber message store at least one of a stored SMS message, a voice 
message, a fax message, and an e-mail message from a directory assigned for the selected subscriber; 
and 

inserting the ^t least one message into the new SMS message. 

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the inserting step includes converting the voice 
message into a text-based message, and inserting the text-based message into the new SMS message. 



ru 

m 



yfl' A metlpd in a communications system, the method comprising: 
receiving hw a short message service center (SMSC) an SMS message from a SMS device; 
forwarding a copy of the SMS message to a unified messaging server via short message peer- 
to-peer (SMPP) protocol based on SMS subscriber information determined by the SMSC based on 
the SMS message] 

accessing pubscriber attribute information by the unified messaging server based on the SMS 
message; 

enclosing the SMS message by the unified messaging server into a common format message; 

and 

supplyirfg the common format message to at least one selected destination based on the 
subscriber attribute information. 



18. Trie method of claim 17, wherein the forwarding step includes: 
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accessing the SMS Aibscriber information based on at least one of the SMS source address 
and the SMS destination address; and 

generating the cody for forwarding to the unified messaging server based on accessing the 
SMS subscriber informmon for at least one of the SMS source address and the SMS destination 
address. / 

19. The method of claim 1 8, further comprising sending the SMS message to a second SMS 
device, having a prescribed address matching a destination address w^ithin the SMS message, 
according to a prescribed wireless protocol. 

20. The meth Dd of claim 1 7, wherein the supplying step includes storing the common format 
message in a subset iber message store, the at least one selected destination corresponding to a 
messaging folder foi a selected subscriber. 

2 1 . The method of claim 20, wherein the supplying step further includes storing the common 
format message as an e-mail message according to IMAP protocol. 

22. The method of claim 20, wherein the enclosing step includes generating for the common 
format message a destination address based on the subscriber attribute information. 

23 . The method of claim 22, further comprising generating a plurality of the common format 
messages havingffespective selected destinations based on retrieval of a distribution list from the 
subscriber attribute information. 

24. TheAnethod of claim 23, wherein the accessing step includes accessing the subscriber 
attribute infomiation according to Lightweight Directory Access Protocol (LDAP). 
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25. The method of claim 17, wherein the supplying step includes outputting the common 
format message to the selectl^d destination according to at least one of SMTP protocol and MAP 
protocol. 



26. The method of Jlaim 
within a body of a MIME 
body has an SMS type. 



27. The method o 
generating by the 
messaging information for 
outputting the ne\ f 



1 7, wherein the enclosing step includes enclosing the SMS message 
data structure, and specifying within the MIME data structure that the 



claim 17, further comprising: 

unified messaging server a new SMS message including subscriber 
a selected subscriber; and 

SMS message to the SMS the via SMPP protocol. 



28. The method of claim 27, wherein the generating step includes obtaining subscriber 
messaging information,/ specifying stored unified messages within an assigned directory for the 
selected subscriber, frqm a subscriber message store according to a prescribed open network 
protocol. 

29. The methoii of claim 28, wherein the subscriber messaging information specifies at least 
one of a stored SMS message, a voice message, a fax message, and an e-mail message, as a 
corresponding at least one of the stored unified messages. 

30. The melhod of claim 28, wherein the obtaining step includes obtaining the subscriber 
messaging informamon from the subscriber message store according to IMAP protocol. 



3 1 . The mithod of claim 27, wherein the generating step includes: 
retrieving the common format message as the subscriber messaging information from a 
message store having a directory for the selected subscriber; and 
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inserting the/received SMS message, extracted from the retrieved common format message, 
into the new SMS /nessage. 

32. Theinethod of claim 27, wherein the generating step generates the new SMS message 
for the selected subscriber based on the corresponding subscriber attribute information for the 
selected subscriber. 



The 



33 

retriev 
message, a fax 
and 



method of claim 27, wherein the generating step includes: 
ng from a subscriber message store at least one of the stored SMS message, a voice 
message, and an e-mail message from a directory assigned for the selected subscriber; 



inserting the at least one message into the new SMS message. 

34. Tie method of claim 32, wherein the inserting step includes converting the voice 
message into a text-based message, and inserting the text-based message into the new SMS message. 



}^ A 
a short 
to short messa^i 
for subscriber 



a first ir 
on the query fri 



server compnsmg: 

message service (SMS) module configured for receiving SMS messages according 
e peer to peer (SMPP) protocol, the SMS module configured for generating a query 
ttribute information based on the received SMS message, and generating at least one 
common format message based on the subscriber attribute information and that includes the SMS 
message; 

terface resource configured for accessing the subscriber attribute information based 
m a subscriber directory according to a prescribed open network protocol; and 
a second interface resource configured for outputting the at least one common format 
message according to at least one of SMTP protocol and IMAP protocol. 



36. The server of claim 35, wherein the first interface resource is configured for accessing 
the subscriber attribute information from the subscriber directory according to LDAP protocol. 
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37. The serve' 
common format mess ige 
directory for a first sul scriber 
for storage of the SIV S 
second subscriber ide itified 



of claim 36, wherein the SMS module is configured for generating a first 
for storage according to IMAP protocol of the SMS message in a sent 
having sent the SMS message, and a second common format message 
message according to IMAP protocol in a new message directory for a 
as a recipient for the SMS message. 



38. The server of claim 36, wherein the SMS module is configured for generating a plurality 
of common format messages for respective destinations based on retrieval fi-om the subscriber 
attribute information! of a distribution Ust specified by the SMS message. 

39. The senier of claim 35, wherein the SMS module is configured for enclosing the SMS 
message within a body of a MIME data structure, and specifying within the MIME data structure 
that the body has an SMS type. 

40. The sefrver of claim 35, wherein the SMS module is configured for generating a new 
SMS message including subscriber messaging information for a selected subscriber, the SMS 
module outputting the new the SMS message for the selected subscriber according to SMPP 
protocol. 

41. The Server of claim 40, wherein the SMS module obtains the subscriber messaging 
information from a subscriber message store according to IMAP protocol based on the subscriber 
attribute information for the corresponding selected subscriber accessed by the first interface from 
the subscriber directory. 



42. Ttfe server of claim 40, wherein the subscriber messaging information specifies at least 
one of a stortd SMS message, a voice message, a fax message, and an e-mail message for the 
selected subsqriber. 
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4^ A computer readlable medium having stored thereon sequences of instructions for 
receiving a short message service (SMS) message by a server, the sequences of instructions 
including instructions for performing the steps of: 

receiving a short message service (SMS) message according to short message peer-to-peer 
(SMPP) protocol; 

accessing a subscrllber directory, according to an open network protocol, for subscriber 
attribute information basda on the received SMS message; 

generating, basea on the subscriber attribute information, at least one common format 
message that includes tip SMS message; and 

supplying the cpmmon format message to a selected destination according to a selected 
access protocol based on the subscriber attribute information. 

44. The medium of claim 43, wherein the supplying step includes storing the common 
format message in a subscriber message store, the selected destination corresponding to a messaging 
folder for a selected subscriber. 

45. The mfedium of claim 44, wherein the supplying step further includes storing the 
common format mpssage as an e-mail message according to Internet Message Access Protocol 
(IMAP). 



46. The nyedium of claim 44, wherein the generating step includes generating within the at 
least one commpn format message a destination address based on the subscriber attribute 
information. 

47. The medium of claim 46, wherein the subscriber attribute information specifies at least 
one of a distributionjist specified by an identified source of the SMS message, and a destination 
preference specified by an identified destination of the SMS message. 

48. The medium of claim 47, wherein the accessing step includes accessing the subscriber 
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directory according to Lightweight Directory Access Protocol (LDAP) as the open network protocol 
for the subscriber attribute information. 



49. Themediultn 
format message to the 



50. The mediUm 
message within a bod; 
that the body has an SMS 



subscriber messaging 
for the selected 
protocol. 



53. Themedii m 
one of a stored SMS 
corresponding at leas 



of claim 43, wherein the supplying step includes outputting the common 
selected destination according to SMTP protocol. 



of claim 43, wherein the generating step includes enclosing the SMS 
of a MIME data structure, and specifying within the MIME data structure 
type. 



of claim 43, further comprising instructions for performing the steps of 
generatmg a new SMS message including subscriber messaging information for a 
aiid 



5 1 . The mediUm > 
second 
selected subscriber; 

outputting the [new SMS message for the selected subscriber according to SMPP protocol. 



52. The meqium of claim 51, wherein the second generating step includes obtaining 
information, specifying stored unified messages within an assigned directory 
subscitber, from a subscriber message store according to a prescribed open network 



messaging informati* 



of claim 52, wherein the subscriber messaging information specifies at least 
message, a voice message, a fax message, and an e-mail message, as a 
one of the stored unified messages. 



54. The meditim of claim 52, wherein the obtaining step includes obtaining the subscriber 



n from the subscriber message store according to IMAP protocol. 



55. The meaium of claim 51, wherein the second generating step includes: 

retrieving trfe common format message as the subscriber messaging information from a 
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message store having a diipctory for the selected subscriber; and 

inserting the received SMS message, extracted from the retrieved common format message, 
into the new SMS messag 

56. The medium pf claim 51, wherein the second generating step generates the new SMS 
message for the selected Subscriber based on the corresponding subscriber attribute information for 
the selected subscriber. 

57. The medium of claim 52, wherein the second generating step includes: 
retrieving from k subscriber message store at least one of a stored SMS message, a voice 

message, a fax messag^ and an e-mail message from a directory assigned for the selected subscriber; 
and 

inserting the atf least one message into the new SMS message. 



58. The medium of claim 57, wherein the inserting step includes converting the voice 
message into a text-based message, and inserting the text-based message into the new SMS message. 

server compnsmg: 

means for rqfceiving a short message service (SMS) message according to short message peer- 
otocol; 

accessing a subscriber directory, according to an open network protocol, for 



to-peer (SMPP) p 
means for 



subscriber attribute ? information based on the received SMS message; 



means for 



means for 



enerating, based on the subscriber attribute information, at least one common 



format message that includes the SMS message; and 



supplying the common format message to a selected destination according to a 



selected Access pr )tocol based on the subscriber attribute information. 



e se] 



60. The server of claim 59, wherein the supplying means is configured for storing the 
common format message in a subscriber message store, the selected destination corresponding to a 
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messaging folder for a selected subscriber. 
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61. The server of dlaim 60, wherein the supplying means is configured for storing the 
common format message as an e-mail message according to Internet Message Access Protocol 
(IMAP). 

62. The server of claim 60, wherein the generating means is configured for generating within 
the at least one common /brmat message a destination address based on the subscriber attribute 
information. 

63. The server of claim 62, wherein the subscriber attribute information specifies at least one 
of a distribution list specified by an identified source of the SMS message, and a destination 
preference specified by an identified destination of the SMS message. 

64. The server of claim 63, wherein the accessing means is configured for accessing the 
subscriber directory /according to Lightweight Directory Access Protocol (LDAP) as the open 
network protocol fonthe subscriber attribute information. 

65. The server of claim 59, wherein the supplying means is configured for outputting the 
common format mepsage to the selected destination according to SMTP protocol. 

66. The server of claim 59, wherein the generating means includes means for enclosing the 
SMS message witmin a body of a MIME data structure, and specifying within the MIME data 
structure that the bpdy has an SMS type. 



67. The server of claim 59, further comprising: 

means for generating a new SMS message including subscriber messaging information for 
a selected subscriper; and 

means foJ outputting the new SMS message for the selected subscriber according to SMPP 
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m. The server of claim 67, wherein the means for generating a new SMS message is 
configureM for obtaining subscriber messaging information, specifying stored unified messages 
within an aligned directory for the selected subscriber, from a subscriber message store according 
to a prescribed open network protocol. 

69. me server of claim 68, wherein the subscriber messaging information specifies at least 
one (jf a stored SMS message, a voice message, a fax message, and an e-mail message, as a 
correspondingW least one of the stored unified messages. 

70. Thd server of claim 68, wherein the means for generating a new SMS message is 
configured for obtaining the subscriber messaging information from the subscriber message store 
according to IMAP protocol. 

71. The s^ver of claim 67, wherein the means for generating the new SMS message is 
configured for retrieving the common format message as the subscriber messaging information from 
a message store having a directory for the selected subscriber, inserting the received SMS message, 
extracted from the retrieved common format message, into the new SMS message. 

72. The serven of claim 67, wherein the means for generating the new SMS message is 
configured for generating the new SMS message for the selected subscriber based on the 
corresponding subscriben attribute information for the selected subscriber. 

73. The server of claim 67, wherein the means for generating the new SMS message is 
configured for retrieving fr^m a subscriber message store at least one of a stored SMS message, a 
voice message, a fax message, and an e-mail message from a directory assigned for the selected 
subscriber, and inserting the W least one message into the new SMS message. 
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74. The sirver of claim 73, further comprising means for converting the voice message into 
a text-based me/sage, the means for generating the new SMS message inserting the text-based 
message into the new SMS message. 
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